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Town  Hall, 


Tottington, 

Lancashire. 


June,  1963. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Tottington  Urban  District  Council. 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  for  the  year 
1962  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  district. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  mid- 1962  population  to 
be  5,801.  The  adjusted  birth  rate  was  22.6  and  the  adjusted  death 
rate  was  12.9  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  corresponding 
figures  for  England  and  Wales  were  18.0  and  11.9. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  and  two  infant  deaths.  The 
first  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  for  five  years  was 
registered.  Only  39  cases  of  all  types  of  infectious  diseases  were 
registered,  including  measles,  and  no  deaths  occurred. 

Twenty-eight  samples  of  milk  were  tested  for  Brucellosis 
(Undulant  Fever),  and  two  samples  were  found  to  be  positive. 
The  milk  was  temporarily  diverted  from  the  source  for  pasteur- 
istation  by  voluntary  agreement  with  the  farmers.  No  samples 
were  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

Eighty-six  samples  of  water  from  private  supplies  were  taken, 
sixty-eight  of  these  failed  to  reach  a  satisfactory  standard  bacterio- 
logically  and  the  occupiers  of  the  premises  were  advised  to  use 
only  boiled  water  for  drinking  purposes. 

A  survey  of  all  houses  in  the  district  likely  to  be  unfit  was 
carried  out  during  the  year,  and  223  houses  were  listed.  Further 
details  are  given  later  in  the  report.  Twenty-one  applications  for 
improvement  grants  were  made  and  approved.  Six  discretionary 
grants  were  also  approved. 
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The  County  Medical  Officer  by  virtue  of  the  Public  Health 
Officers’  Regulations,  1959,  and  the  Local  Government  Act,  1933, 
commenced  a  survey  of  the  whole  district,  and  at  the  time  of 
writing  this  report  the  information  obtained  has  been  supplied 
to  the  Council,  who  are  now  considering  it. 

The  volumetric  sulphur-di-oxide  analyser  for  air  pollution 
which  is  situated  at  the  Council  Offices,  shows  an  average  amount 
of  pollution  similar  to  that  in  industrial  towns.  The  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr.  H.  Kellett,  made  a  10%  survey  of  a  proposed  smoke 
control  area  in  the  Leemans  Hill  district. 

This  report  is  the  fifteenth  and  last  which  I  shall  make  as 
your  Medical  Officer,  following  my  appointment  as  Deputy  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Lancashire. 

During  my  service  with  the  Council  I  have  received  much  help 
and  kindly  co-operation  from  the  Members  of  the  Council  and 
Staff,  for  which  I  would  like  to  express  my  sincere  appreciation 
and  thanks. 


I  am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  H.  T.  WADE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 

Area — 2,544  acres. 

Population — 1961  census  (provisional)  6,133. 

(Estimated  mid  1962 — 5,810). 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (at  the  end  of  1962  from  the 
Rate  Books) — 2,172. 

Rateable  Value — £59,157. 

Sum  raised  by  Penny  Rate — £234. 

Table  1— VITAL  STATISTICS 


1961 

1962 

M 

F  Total 

Live  Births: 

M 

F  Total 

39 

35  74 

Legitimate  ... 

58 

47  105 

4 

—  4 

Illegitimate  ... 

1 

—  1 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Estimated 

Population : 

13.7 

Crude 

18.2 

17.0 

Adjusted 

22.6 

M 

F  Total 

M 

F  Total 

52 

43  95 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  for  1,000  Estimated 

38 

49  87 

Population : 

16.7 

Crude 

15.0 

14.2 

Adjusted 

12.9 

M 

F  Total 

Still  Births: 

M 

F  Total 

— 

1  2 

Legitimate  ... 

1 

—  1 

— 

—  — 

Illegitimate 

— 

—  — 

12.7 

Still  Births  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births 

9.3 

79 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ... 

107 

M 

F  Total 

Deaths — Infants : 

M 

F  Total 

1 

—  1 

Legitimate  ... 

2 

—  2 

— 

—  — 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

—  — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

Live  Births : 

12.8 

Total 

18.9 

13.5 

Legitimate  ... 

18.9 

Nil 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

M 

F  Total 

M 

F  Total 

1 

—  1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 

age  . 

2 

—  2 

5.12 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  %  of 
Total  Live  Births  ... 

0.95 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

Live  and  Still  Births  ... 

Nil 
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COMPARABLE  TABLE  OF  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES  FOR  1962 

Birth  and  death-rates,  together  with  case  rates  for  certain  infectious 

diseases  in  the  year  1962. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Registrar-General’s  Quarterly  Returns) 
Estimated  home  population — mid  1961 — 46,166,000 

mid  1962—46,669,000 


No. 

1961 

Rate  per 
1,000  Home 
Population 

No. 

1962 

Rate  per 
1,000  Home 
Population 

804,120 

17.4 

Births : 

Live  Births 

840,557 

18.0 

15,343 

0.33  ) 

Still  Births 

15,487 

(  0.33 

551,783 

18.7(a)  ) 

12.0 

Deaths : 

All  Causes 

557,446 

(18.1(a) 

11.9 

3,333 

0.072 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

3,089 

0.066 

3,001 

0.065 

Respiratory 

2,776 

0.059 

332 

0.007 

Non-respiratory 

313 

0.007 

99,914 

2.16 

Cancer  (all  forms) 

101,599 

2.18 

22,809 

0.49 

Lung  &  Bronchus 

23,779 

0.51 

77,105 

1.67 

Other  cancer  ... 

77,820 

1.67 

274 

0.33(a) 

Maternal  Mortality  (total) 

300 

0.35(a) 

220 

0.27(a) 

Maternal  Cases  (excluding 
abortion) 

243 

0.28(a) 

54 

0.07(a) 

Due  to  abortion 

57 

0.07(a) 

17,211 

21.4(b) 

Infant  Mortality 

17,978 

21.4(b) 

12,444 

15.5(b) 

Neo-natal  Mortality  ... 

12,656 

15.1(a) 

93 

0.002 

Notifications  (corrected) 
Typhoid  Fever 

127 

0.003 

253 

0.005 

Paratyphoid  Fever  . . . 

118 

0.003 

651 

0.014 

Meningococcal  infection 

575 

0.012 

19,985 

0.433 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

15,303 

0.328 

34,469 

0.530 

Whopping  Cough 

8,347 

0.179 

52 

0.001 

Diphtheria 

16 

0.000 

2,237 

0.048 

Erysipelas 

1,789 

0.038 

1 

0.000 

Smallpox 

63 

0.001 

762,740 

16.522 

Measles 

184,757 

3.959 

18,452 

0.400 

Acute  Pneumonia 

12,529 

0.268 

767 

0.017 

Acute  Poliomyelitis: 
Paralytic 

212 

0.005 

179 

0.004 

Non-paralytic 

59 

0.001 

118 

0.003 

Acute  encephalitis : 
Infective 

113 

0.002 

158 

0.003 

Post-infective 

119 

0.003 

30,412 

0.442 

Dysentery 

30,906 

0.662 

7,829 

0.170 

Food  Poisoning 

5,150 

0.110 

8,336 

0.181 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

7,133 

0.153 

19,187 

0.416 

Tuberculosis : 

Respiratory 

17,974 

0.385 

182 

0.004 

Meninges  &  C.N.S.... 

164 

0.004 

2,546 

0.055 

Other 

2,522 

0.054 

3 

0.000 

Anthrax 

7 

0.000 

(a)  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  Births  (b)  per  1,000  live  births 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1962 


1961 


1962 


16.7  Crude  Death  Rate  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  15.0 

14.2  Adjusted  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.9 


1961 


1962 


Males  Females 


Males  Females 


3  2 

1  — 

—  2 

7  3 

—  1 

5  13 

16  6 

1  — 

9  8 

3 

—  1 

2  1 

2  — 

—  1 

—  1 

1  1 


3 

1 

1 


T  uberculosis — Respiratory 
Tuberculosis — Other 
Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

Diphtheria  ... 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

Meningococcal  infection 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  &  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasms  of  Stomach 
Malignant  Neoplasms,  Lung  Bronchus 
Malignant  Neoplasms,  uterus  &  breast 
Other  Malignant  &  Lymphatic  Neoplasm; 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System 
Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

Influenza 
Pneumonia  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  &  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ... 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  ... 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 
Congenital  Malformations 
Other  defined  &  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents  ... 

All  other  Accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  &  operations  of  war 


56 


50 


38  49 


106 


Total 


87 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS  OF  DISTRICT 

Area:  2,544  acres.  Population  (Est.  mid  1962)  5,810 


No.  of  Premises  by  Categories: 

1961 

1962 

2,063 

Houses  and  Flats  ...  ...  . 

2,172 

65 

Agricultural  Dwellings 

56 

84 

Shops  (including  Banks) 

76 

3 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

44 

Warehouses,  Stores  and  Workshops — (non- 

industrial) 

28 

11 

Garages  and  Filling  Stations  and  Car  Parks 

15 

11 

Public  Houses  ... 

11 

25 

Factories  and  Workshops  . 

22 

— 

Cinemas  ...  . 

— 

7 

Sport  and  recreation  grounds 

7 

7 

Social  Clubs  (including  licensed  clubs) 

5 

7 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

8 

7 

Municipal  Offices,  Crown  Premises,  Clinics, 

etc 

^  •  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

14 

2,334 

2,415 

Social  Conditions  of  District. 

The  area  is  primarily  rural  in  character.  The  centres  of 
population  and  industry  are  concentrated  in  five  villages  and  two 
hamlets.  Outside  these  centres  are  established  mainly  dairy 
farming  and  smallholding.  The  industries  in  the  district  include 
Weaving  and  finishing  of  cloth,  artificial  silk  manufacture,  shuttle 
and  packing  case  making,  the  re-conditioning  of  machinery,  re¬ 
wiring  of  electric  motors,  the  preparation  of  industrial  waxes,  the 
manufacture  of  clothing  and  the  manufacture  of  carpets. 

There  is  considerable  development  as  a  residential  area,  par¬ 
ticularly  in  Greenmount  and  Tottington,  this  trend  is  likely  to 
continue. 
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SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 

The  Lancashire  County  Council,  under  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  is  the  responsible  authority  for  the  provision  and 
maintenance  of  local  health  services  such  as  Child  Welfare,  Mental 
Health,  Care  of  School  Children,  and  Care  of  the  Aged. 

The  Ambulance,  District  Nursing,  Midwifery,  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Services  provided  by  the  County  Council  are 
administered  under  the  Divisional  Health  Service  Scheme  by  the 
Divisional  Medical  Committee  No.  12  from  headquarters  in  Bury. 
The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  in  addition  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  Urban  District. 

Hospital  facilities  are  provided  and  maintained  through  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Hospital  Management  Committee. 
Patients  are  admitted  without  regard  to  local  authority  boun¬ 
daries. 

The  Urban  District  Council  is  responsible  for  the  remainder 
of  local  health  services,  and  the  whole  of  those  matters  likelv  to 
affect  our  standards  of  environmental  health.  These  services 
include: — 

Control  of  Infectious  Disease  (including  food  poisoning); 
Examination  of  Water  Supplies;  Control  of  food  and  food 
preparing  premises  (including  the  sampling  of  milk,  ice-cream 
and  other  foodstuffs  for  bacteriological  examination);  Provision 
of  sanitary  accommodation  to  houses,  factories,  shops  and 
other  premises’^  and  the  provision  of  public  sanitary  con¬ 
veniences;  Inspection  of  houses  with  regard  to  fitness  for  human 
habitation;  Detection  and  prevention  of  nuisances;  The  pre¬ 
vention  of  atmospheric  pollution;  Control  of  rat,  mouse  and 
insect  infestations;  Control  of  cleansing,  disposal  of  refuse  and 
sewage. 
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The  examination  of  milk,  water,  ice-cream  and  samples  of 
other  foods,  and  the  examination  of  pathological  specimens  is 
undertaken  without  charge  to  the  Council  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Monsall 
Hospital,  Manchester. 


SECTION  C— PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

1. — Infectious  Diseases. 

Thirty-nine  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received 
during  the  year,  a  decrease  of  131  on  the  1961  figures.  The  de¬ 
crease  is  mainly  due  to  less  notifications  of  Measles  and  none  of 
Whooping  Cough. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (EXCLUDING  TUBERCULOSIS)  1962 

CASES  NOTIFIED 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


1961  1962 

Pulmonary  Other  Total  Pulmonary  Other  Total 

Age  Groups 

MFMF  MFMF 


-  — - —  Under  5  years 

-  — - —  5-14  years 

-  — - —  15-24  years 

-  — - —  25-44  years 

-  — - —  45-64  years 

1  — - 1  65  and  over 

-  — - —  Age  unknown 

1  — - 1 


*There  was  one  death  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

1.  No.  of  individuals  who  had  completed  a  full  course  of 
primary  immunisation  during  1962  and  comparison  with  1961: — 


AGE  AT  DATE  OF  FINAL  INJECTION 


0- 

1- 

2- 

3-  4- 

Total 

under 

5  years 

5- 

10- 

Total 

aged 

5-14 

inch 

Total 

aged 

15  and 
over 

1962 

39 

36 

2 

—  1 

78 

7 

4 

11 

— 

1961 

24 

37 

2 

1  4 

68 

22 

7 

29 

— 

2.  No.  of  Individuals  who  were  given  a  reinforcement  injection 
during  1962,  i.e.,  subsequent  to  complete  course: — 


0- 

AGE 

5- 

GROUP 

10-14 

inch 

Total  Total  aged  15 
0-14  inch  and  over 

1962 

47 

87 

— 

134  — 

1961 

82 

76 

98 

256  34 
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3.  No.  of  children  who  had  completed  a  course  of  primary 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1962: — 


Age  at  31/12/62 
i.e.  born  in  year 

Under  1 
1962 

1-4 

1961-58 

5-9 

1957-53 

10-14 

1952-48 

Total 
under  15 

No.  immunised 

39 

274 

314 

387 

1014 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

No.  of  persons  who  completed  vaccination  or  received  oral 
doses  against  poliomyelitis  during  the  period  3rd  January,  to  31st 
December,  1962: — 


Year  of  Birth 

1933  or  earlier  . 

1933-1942  . 

1943-1946  . 

1947-1957  . 

1958  . 

Number 

Vaccinated 

.  36 

.  23 

.  3 

.  20 

.  2 

1959  . 

.  1 

I960  . 

.  13 

1961  . 

.  60 

1962  .  . 

.  9 

167 

The  1962  total  was  167  compared  with  388  in  1961. 

In  addition  392  persons  received  reinforcement  injections  or 
oral  doses  in  the  same  period. 
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Town  Hall, 


Tottington, 

Lancashire. 
June,  1962. 


To  to  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Tottington  Urban  District 

Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

During  the  year  under  review  the  arrangement  with  the 
Ramsbottom  U.D.C.,  whereby  the  responsibility  for  the  environ¬ 
mental  health  services  w^as  carried  out  by  their  staff,  continued  in 
a  satisfactory  manner. 

The  most  important  item  during  the  year  was  a  survey  of 
the  district  which  was  commenced  early  in  August  by  Mr.  K 
Taylor,  County  Sanitary  Officer,  on  behalf  of  Dr.  S.  C.  Gawne, 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  This  was  to  extend  into  1963, 
and  is  a  report  on  the  housing,  sanitary  circumstances,  and 
administration  of  the  Urban  District,  in  accordance  with  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1933,  and  Public  Health  Officers  Regulations, 
1959. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  accompanied  by  you-;'  Inspector  and  a  large 
number  of  visits  to  premises  took  place  during  the  survey.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  report  will  be  completed  by  the  Spring  of  1963. 

During  the  yea*:’  three  special  reports  were  submitted  to  the 
Council. 

(1)  A  joint  housing  report  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Public  Health  Inspector  covering  a  survey  of  some 
220  houses  likely  to  be  unfit. 
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(2)  A  report  on  the  survey  of  75  separate  sources  of  private 
water  in  use  in  the  district,  and  the  results  of  individual 
sampling,  and  the  implications  of  the  unsatisfactory 
state  of  these  water  supplies. 

(3)  A  report  on  a  10%  survey  of  a  possible  smoke  control 
area,  involving  nearly  500  domestic  and  business 
premises  in  the  southern  part  of  the  district,  together 
with  estimates  and  full  details  of  the  financial  and  other 
implications. 

Unfortunately,  it  was  not  possible  to  report  the  implementa¬ 
tion  of  any  of  these  special  reports  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Other  points  of  interest  were  (a)  the  final  closing  down  of 
the  Turton  Road  Tip  on  the  30th  March,  1962,  and  the  completion 
of  a  tipping  agreement  with  the  Ramsbottom  U.D.C.  (b)  the 
submission  of  a  further  Clearance  Area  in  central  Tottington 
(c)  the  routine  sampling  of  milk  supplies. 

The  year  was  a  busy  and  active  one  for  your  Inspector,  who 
operates  on  a  part-time  basis.  Energies  were  directed  to  gaining 
information  about  the  district  and  providing  the  Council  with 
factual  information. 

The  continued  interest  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee,  Councillor  J.  Woodcock,  and  the  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  is  appreciated. 

May  I  thank  the  Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  close 
co-operation,  a  pleasing  feature  of  local  government  administra¬ 
tion  in  Tottington. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  KELLETT, 

Public  Health  Inspector. 
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INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

1.  — Inspection  of  Houses  for  Defects.  Public  Health  Act,  1936: 

No.  of  Premises  inspected  formally  or  informally  ...  12 

No.  of  visits  made  for  these  purposes  ...  ...  ...  18 

No.  of  defects  discovered  .  30 

No.  of  Notices  Served — Informal  12,  Formal  ...  ...  0 

2.  — Inspections  of  Dwelling  Houses — Housing  Acts; 

No.  of  premises  inspected  formally  or  informally  ...  138 

No.  of  visits  made  for  these  purposes  ...  ...  ...  138 

Dwelling  houses  found  to  be  unfit  but  capable  of  being 

made  so  at  reasonable  expense  ...  ...  ...  0 

Estimated  number  of  unfit  houses  remaining  ...  ...  220 

3.  — Inspections  of  Properties  under  Prevention  of  Damage 

by  Pests  Act,  1949: 

No.  of  premises  inspected  after  complaint  .  25 

No.  of  visits  for  these  purposes .  75 

No.  of  infestations  by  rats  found — 

major  infestations .  0 

minor  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

No.  of  infestations  by  mice  found- 

major  infestations  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

minor  infestations  .  ...  ...  2 

Total  25 

No.  of  treatments  (including  re-treatment)  .  25 

4.  — Inspections  of  Factories  under  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959: 

No.  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Written  notices  under  the  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

5.  — Inspections  of  registered  food  premises: 

No.  of  inspections  of  ice  cream  premises  .  4 

No.  of  inspections  of  butchers’ shops  ...  ...  ...  7 
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6. — Table  of  Totals  of  all  visits  made  during  year  by  Public  Health 
Inspector: 


No.  of  visits  concerning  water  supplies . 

„  „  „  Samples  (Water /Milk/ 

Ice  Cream . 

„  ,,  „  Drains,  cesspools  &  septic  tanks 

„  „  „  Inspection  of  drainage  work... 

„  „  „  Ponds,  pools,  ditches  and 

water  courses 

,,  ,,  ,,  Conversions  to  water  closets... 

„  ,,  „  Conversions  to  bins  and 

sanitary  pails 

„  „  ,,  housing  inspections . 

,,  ,,  ,,  caravans  ...  ...  ... 

,,  „  „  certificates  of  disrepair 

,,  ,,  ,,  improvement  grants . 

„  ,,  „  factories  &  business  premises 

„  „  „  smoke  control 

„  „  „  food  premises,  all  types 

„  „  „  infectious  diseases  . 

„  „  „  rodent  control  . 

,,  „  ,,  other  infestations  . 

„  „  „  cleansing  . 

Miscellaneous  visits . 


124 

115 

39 

43 

4 
0 

0 

138 

5 
0 
0 

10 

51 

56 

11 

1 

11 

37 

42 


687 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
I. — Water  Supply: 

The  mains  supply  is  provided  by  the  Irwell  Valley  Water 
Board  and  serves  the  villages  of  Tottington,  Walshaw,  Green- 
mount  and  Hawkshaw. 

The  village  of  Affetside  and  Hamlets  of  Four  Lane  Ends  and 
Three  Lane  Ends  along  with  the  property  on  Cann  Street  and  the 
more  isolated  farm  properties  are  dependent  upon  private  supplies. 

There  are  five  public  wells  supplying  water  free  of  charge  to 
the  residents  in  the  areas  of  Three  Lane  ends,  Cann  Street  and 
Affetside.  These  wells  are  cleaned  and  maintained  by  the  Council. 

During  the  year  water  continued  to  be  carried  by  the  Council 
to  the  village  of  Affetside.  This  is  done  three  times  weekly,  and 
has  been  in  operation  since  June,  1960,  when  the  public  well  failed. 
Seventeen  houses  are  supplied  regularly. 

A  complete  inspection  of  all  the  private  supplies  in  the 
district  took  place  during  the  year,  and  practically  all  the  supplies 
were  sampled  bacteriologically.  Topographically  the  majority  of 
these  supplies  are  unsatisfactory,  being  liable  to  pollution,  and 
this  is  increased  by  the  crude  construction  of  collecting  tanks  and 
storage  tanks,  many  of  which  are  inadequately  protected  against 
contamination. 

A  total  of  seventy-six  separate  sources  were  examined  and 
seventy-eight  samples  taken.  In  all  cases  of  unsatisfactory  results 
the  occupiers  of  houses  supplied  from  these  sources  were  warned 
in  writing  by  the  Medical  Officer  to  boil  all  water  used  for 
drinking  purposes,  some  160  houses  are  involved.  In  February 
the  Council  asked  the  Irwell  Valley  Water  Board  for  a  detailed 
estimate  for  the  provision  of  mains  supply  to  Affetside,  and  the 
Four  and  Three  Lane  Ends,  Harwood  Road  and  Cann  Street  areas. 

There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  provision  of  a  safe  and 
sufficient  water  supply  in  the  above  areas  is  of  the  first 
importance. 
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Number  of  houses  newly  connected  to  the  mains  supply: 

(a)  Existing  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  New  Houses  ...  .  ...  ...  61 


Supply  to  all  houses  at  end  of  year: 

(a)  From  public  Mains — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses 
Estimated  No.  of  population  ... 

(b)  From  private  supplies — 

No.  of  dwelling  houses 
Estimated  No.  of  population  . . . 


2003 

5362 

169 

338 


Water  Sampling: 

No.  taken  from  public  supply  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  taken  from  private  supplies  ...  ...  86 

68  samples  were  unsatisfactory  from  a  bacteriological  point 
of  view. 


2. — Sewerage  and  Drainage: 

The  main  sewerage  system  serves  the  villages  of  Tottington, 
Greenmount,  Hawkshaw  and  Walshaw.  These  sewers  discharge 
into  the  sewerage  system  of  the  County  Borough  of  Bury  and  all 
sewage  is  treated  at  their  works.  Parts  of  Greenmount,  the  village 
of  Affetside,  the  hamlets  of  Four  Lane  Ends  and  Three  Lane  Ends 
along  with  outlying  property  to  the  west  of  the  District,  are 
without  a  sewarage  system.  In  addition  some  forty  properties 
situated  in  the  Beryl  Avenue  and  lower  portion  of  Kirklees  Street 
are  now  connected  to  the  sewerage  system. 

The  great  majority  of  properties  in  the  unsewered  areas  have 
pail  c’osets,  some  182  in  number,  which  are  emptied  by  the 
C’eansing  Department  weekly,  but  a  number  of  premises  have 
septic  tanks  of  one  type  or  another.  These  include  two  large 
factories  and  one  residential  hostel. 

There  ere  in  addition  some  waste  water  closets  situated 
main’y  in  the  villages  of  Tottington  and  Walshaw. 
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A  portion  of  the  Southern  Section  of  the  trunk  sewer  in  the 
the  vicinity  of  Bury  Road  is  in  a  poor  condition,  and  is  subject  to 
surcharge,  and  in  times  of  heavy  rain  results  in  an  overflow  of 
sewage  into  a  water  course.  The  Council’s  Engineering  Con¬ 
sultants  are  preparing  a  report  on  this  problem  which  it  is  hoped 
will  be  resolved  in  1963. 

(a)  Details  of  Sanitary  accommodation  at  end  of  year: 


No.  of  pail  closets  .  182 

No.  of  waste  water  closets  ...  59 

No.  of  fresh  water  closets  ...  2153 

No.  of  trough  closets  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  privy  middens  ...  1 


The  number  of  houses  on  the  water  carriage  system  of  sewage 
disposal  is  estimated  to  be  2015. 

(b)  Conversions: 

No  waste  water  closets  were  converted  to  water  closets 
during  the  year.  To  encourage  this  type  of  conversion  the  Council 
offer  a  grant  of  50%  of  the  cost,  subject  to  a  maximum  of  £16, 
payable  to  the  owner  on  completion  of  the  work  if  this  is  carried 
out  with  the  Council’s  approval. 

3. — Public  Cleansing: 

The  cleansing  of  the  district  is  organised  on  a  weekly  basis. 
The  Council  provide  two  vehicles,  one  of  which  is  adapted  to 
draw  a  trailer  tank.  This  vehicle  is  used  to  collect  the  bins  and 
pails  from  the  outlying  area  and  carries  a  crew  of  two  men.  The 
larger  vehicle  carrying  a  crew  of  four  men  is  employed  emptying 
bins  only  from  the  larger  villages.  Maintenance  of  these  vehicles 
(one  a  10  cu.  yd.,  the  other  18  cu.  yd.  capacity),  is  carried  out  by 
the  Ramsbottom  U.D.C.  Transport  Department,  and  the  willing 
co-operation  of  the  Manager,  Mr.  L.  T.  Merall,  and  his  staff,  is 
acknowledged.  During  the  year  both  vehicles  were  re-painted. 
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The  department  empties  weekly  a  total  of  approximately  2,352 
dustbins  and  182  pail  closets,  in  addition  to  periodically  emptying 
septic  tanks  and  privy  middens.  Public  wells  are  also  cleaned  at 
frequent  intervals. 

The  Council’s  tip  in  Turton  Road,  which  has  been  in  use  for 
a  long  number  of  years,  was  closed  on  the  1st  April,  1962.  During 
the  year  it  was  finally  sealed,  and  all  refuse  is  now  tipped  at  the 
Ramsbottom  U.D.C.  tip,  the  Council  paying  according  to  an  agreed 
formula.  The  cost  for  1962/63  was  £713. 

The  night  soil  is  discharged  into  a  manhole  on  the  main 
sewerage  system  of  the  district. 

There  are  no  dry  ashpits  in  the  district,  but  one  privy  midden 
serving  one  property  is  still  in  use.  It  is  impracticable  to  convert 
this  at  the  moment  as  it  is  impossible  to  guarantee  a  weekly 
collection. 

Dustbins  are  supplied  by  the  Council,  if  requested,  on  repay¬ 
ment  at  cost  price  without  added  delivery  charges.  Premises  are 
normally  provided  with  dustbins  by  either  owners  or  occupiers. 

Street  sweeping  and  snow  clearance  is  under  the  control  of 
the  Surveyor,  Mr.  G.  F.  Kirkman. 


4. — Salvage: 

A  separate  collection  of  waste  paper  from  shops  and  other 
business  premises  is  made  once  each  week.  This  paper  is  baled 
at  the  Council’s  Depot  and  sold  as  salvage.  During  this  year  13 
tons  of  paper  were  recovered  to  the  value  of  £93.  It  has  not 
been  considered  practicable  to  attempt  the  recovery  of  other 
forms  of  salvage. 
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5.  — Factories  Act,  1937  to  1959; 

The  following  is  a  list  of  trades  or  manufactures  carried 
on  in  factories  within  the  urban  district. 

Cotton  goods  Manufacture. 

Finishing  of  cotton  goods. 

Manufacture  of  artificial  silk. 

Manufacture  of  Starch. 

Manufacture  of  Packing  Cases. 

Carpet  Sewing. 

General  Engineering. 

Foundering. 

Baking. 

Manufacture  of  Ice  Cream. 

Preparation  of  industrial  waxes. 

Re-conditioning  of  machinery. 

Re-wiring  of  electric  motors. 

Manufacture  of  tufted  carpets. 

There  are  forty-three  factories  registered  with  the  Local 
Authority.  During  the  year  16  inspections  were  made,  but  no 
formal  action  was  required  under  the  Factories  Acts. 

6.  — Clean  Air  Act,  1956: 

Four  observations  were  made  on  factory  chimneys  during 
the  year.  Visits  were  made  to  seven  factories  during  the  year  in 
regard  to  emission  of  smoke. 

The  new  Building  Byelav/  made  under  Section  24  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  came  into  force  in  the  District  on  the  1st 
June,  1959.  A  preliminary  survey,  approximately  10%,  was  made 
of  a  proposed  smoke  control  area  in  the  south-eastern  part  of 
the  district.  Tottington  U.D.C.  is  one  of  the  official  “black  area” 
authorities,  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
is  pressing  for  action  against  domestic  smoke  pollution. 
Tottington  U.D.C.  is  a  member  of  the  Manchester  Regional  Clean 
Air  Council. 
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A  volumetric  and  sulphur-di-oxide  recorder  has  been  in 
operation  during  the  year  at  the  Town  Hall.  The  results  obtained 
on  this  instrument  are  appended  below,  compared  with  a  similar 
instrument  at  Ramsbottom. 


SMOKE  CONCENTRATION  M.G.  PER  CU.  MR. 

Average  Maximum  Minimum 

Month  TUDC  RUDC  TUDC  RUDC  TUDC  RUDC 

Jan . 

..  360 

405 

2020 

2176 

35 

24 

Feb . 

..  125 

153 

464 

648 

32 

16 

Mar . 

..  232 

260 

604 

640 

52 

32 

Apr . 

88 

103 

179 

186 

28 

35 

May 

68 

87 

183 

217 

14 

25 

June  .... 

56 

76 

144 

154 

19 

16 

July  .... 

45 

55 

130 

164 

19 

13 

Aug . 

49 

71 

II2 

144 

3 

16 

Sept . 

..  102 

II8 

160 

265 

28 

25 

Oct . 

..  200 

229 

580 

652 

32 

12 

Nov . 

..  293 

328 

708 

812 

16 

32 

Dec . 

..  278 

335 

728 

1100 

16 

32 

S02  CONCENTRATION  M.G.  PER  CU.  MR. 


Month 

Average 

TUDC  RUDC 

Maximum 
TUDC  RUDC 

Minimum 
TUDC  RUDC 

Jan. 

...  372 

373 

2025 

1988 

56 

32 

Feb.  ... 

...  158 

153 

487 

585 

73 

27 

Mar.  ... 

...  257 

239 

612 

541 

90 

88 

Apl. 

...  116 

111 

222 

250 

38 

20 

May  . . , 

...  120 

115 

422 

437 

29 

27 

June  ... 

99 

109 

222 

240 

29 

39 

July  ... 

83 

85 

226 

203 

44 

30 

Aug.  ... 

86 

93 

181 

226 

24 

22 

Sept.  ... 

...  163 

168 

418 

460 

51 

36 

Oct. 

...  220 

220 

567 

620 

32 

34 

Nov.  ... 

...  298 

306 

675 

664 

84 

56 

Dec. 

...  290 

310 

917 

1019 

12 

13 

24 


7. — Rodent  Control; 

The  disinfestation  of  premises  has  been  carried  out  by  a  local 
rodent  operative  who  is  employed  part-time  on  this  work. 

25  properties  were  inspected  after  complaint. 

23  minor  rat  infestations  were  found,  and  two  minor  mice 
infestations. 

25  treatments  (including  re-treatments)  were  carried  out. 
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SECTION  E  — HOUSING 
HOUSING  CONDITIONS 

The  majority  of  houses  situated  in  the  main  villages  are  con¬ 
structed  of  stone,  usually  in  short  terraces.  These  houses  are 
substantially  sound,  lacking  only  facilities  such  as  hot  water 
supplies,  bathroom  and  interior  sanitation.  In  many  of  these 
houses  the  facilities  have  been  provided  since  the  properties 
were  constructed  but  most  houses  still  lack  them.  It  is  hoped 
that  more  owners  will  take  advantage  of  the  system  of  grants 
available  to  provide  these  facilities.  A  large  area  of  more  recent 
development  is  situated  in  the  village  of  Greenmount  being 
mainly  larger  type  semi-detached  or  detached  houses  of  good 
quality  which  have  all  the  required  facilities.  Considerable  housing 
development  is  likely  to  take  place  in  the  area  of  the  Urban 
District  in  the  future.  The  property  in  the  more  outlying  districts 
is  mainly  stone  built  cottage  type  constructed  in  small  folds  or 
blocks  usually  lacking  a  sewer  and  proper  water  supply. 

Some  pockets  of  property  exist  mainly  in  the  villages  of 
Tottington  and  Walshaw  where  there  is  extensive  disrepair  and 
these  may  require  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  for  clearance. 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  carried  out  of  the  houses  likely 
to  be  dealt  with  as  unfit;  details  are  given  hereunder. 

A  total  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  houses  were  con¬ 
sidered,  divided  into  the  following  types: — 


Through  houses  .  204 

Back-to-back  houses  .  8 

Back-to-back  type  houses  ...  II 

Back-to-earth  houses 


0 
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Percentage  of  total  houses  in  District  —  2,070: 

Likely  to  be  sub-standard  .  all  types  .  10.77% 

„  „  „  .  back/back  .  0.91% 

„  „  „  .  back/ earth  .  0 

(a)  No.  of  houses  erected  during  the  year: 

By  the  Local  Authority  .  0 

By  other  Local  Authority  .  0 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

(b)  Inspections  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(i)  No.  of  premises  inspected  formally  or  infor¬ 

mally  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  138 

No.  of  visits  for  these  purposes  .  138 

(ii)  No.  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  during 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

No.  of  houses  likely  to  be  unfit  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  at  end  of  year .  223 

(iii)  Houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  by  Local 

Authority  .  0 

Houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  Public 
Health  Act,  1936  0 

Housing  made  fit  after  formal  action — Housing 

A  pi"  n 

(iv)  Houses  closed  under  Housing  Act,  1957, 

Sections  16(4)),  17(1),  and  35(1)  0 

Improvement  Grants: 

During  the  year,  21  applications  for  standard  grants  were 
received  and  21  were  approved. 

Six  applications  for  a  Discretionary  Grant  were  received  and 
approved. 
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Twenty-three  improvement  schemes  were  completed  during 
the  year.  The  grants  were  made  mainly  to  owner /occupiers,  to 
assist  them  in  the  provision  of  bathrooms  and  hot  water  supplies. 
The  response  from  owners  of  tenanted  properties  is  very  poor, 
in  spite  of  the  simplified  procedure  now  applying  to  the  standard 
grant. 

Rent  Act,  1957: 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year. 

Caravans — Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960: 

Four  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  four  site 
licences,  involving  six  individual  caravans.  No  licences  had  been 
issued  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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SECTION  F  —  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

I. — (a)  Numbers  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District  by  Categories: 

General  Grocers  .  10 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those 

dealing  in  wet  fish  and  game)  ...  ...  6 

Fishmongers  .  0 

Meat  shops  (Butchers,  cooked  meats,  tripe, 
etc )  8 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  ...  ...  12 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  .  ...  3 

Sweets,  sugar  confectionery,  minerals  and 
ice-cream  .  10 

Public  Houses .  10 

Licensed  Clubs .  10 

(b)  Number  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955: 

Ice-Cream  premises  .  16 

Meat  shops  .  8 

During  the  year  56  inspections  of  food  premises  were  made. 

A  total  of  four  ice-cream  samples  were  taken  during  the  year 
from  local  producers.  Two  fell  into  Provisional  Grade  I  and  two 
into  Grade  III,  when  the  methylene  blue  test  was  applied.  Grade 
III  samples  were  taken  up  with  the  producer. 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  established  within  the  district 
and  meat  supplied  to  shops  is  slaughtered  and  inspected  in 
neighbouring  districts.  As  a  matter  of  routine  all  meat  in 
butchers’  shops  is  examined  at  the  time  of  inspection  of  premises, 
as  is  food  of  all  types  intended  for  sale  to  the  public. 
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2. — (a)  Milk  Supply: 

From  1st  January,  1961,  the  Lancashire  County  Council,  as 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  issue  licences  to  dealers  selling 
milk  in  the  area. 

The  following  licences  have  been  issued: — 


Sale  of  Tuberculin  tested  milk 
Sale  of  Pasteurised  milk 
Sale  of  Sterilised  milk 


18 

16 
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There  are  no  pasteurising  or  sterilising  plants  licensed  in  the 
district. 

The  area  of  the  Urban  District  was  declared  to  be  a  specified 
area  by  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Specified  Areas)  Order, 
1958,  which  came  into  force  on  the  14th  April,  1958. 

This  order  declared  that  on  and  after  the  above  date  all  milk 
sold  within  this  district  must  be  specially  designated  milk,  i.e. 
pasteurised,  sterilised,  or  tuberculin  tested. 

(b)  Sampling: 

22  samples  of  raw  milk  were  examined  for  Tuberculosis. 

20  samples  of  raw  milk  were  examined  for  Brucellosis  by 
the  Ring  Test. 

8  samples  of  raw  milk  were  examined  for  Brucellosis  by 
the  Culture  Test. 

1  sample  of  heat  treated  milk  was  examined  for  keeping 
qualities. 

Two  samples  examined  for  Brucellosis  proved  positive.  All 
other  samples  proved  satisfactory.  In  these  cases  the  milk  was 
sent  for  voluntary  pasteurisation  by  the  individual  farmers. 


30 


(c)  Unsound  Food: 

During  the  course  of  the  year  the  following  small  quantities 
of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were 
voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  retailers: — 


Tinned  Meats  ... 
Tinned  Vegetables 
Tinned  Fruits  ... 
Tinned  Fruit  ... 


33  lbs. 
10  lbs. 
17  lbs. 
6  lbs. 


(d)  Food  and  Drugs  Sampling: 

The  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  relating  to 
the  sampling  of  food  and  drugs  for  quality  are  carried  out  by  the 
Lancashire  County  Council  through  its  County  Sanitary  Officer, 
Mr.  K.  Taylor. 

Dr.  S.  C.  Gawne,  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
supplied  the  following  details: — 

A  total  of  50  samples  was  obtained,  of  these  33  were  milk, 
and  17  others,  comprising: — 

1  Olive  Oil  B.P. 

2  Sweets 

1  Table  Jelly 

1  Semolina 

2  Gin 

2  Ice  Lollies 

1  Laxative  Pills 

1  Cream,  Sterilised,  Canned 

1  Vegetables,  Dried 

3  Whisky 

1  Rum 

1  Dairy  Ice-Cream 
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All  the  samples  were  reported  by  the  County  Analyst  to  be 
genuine,  with  the  exception  of  semolina  which  contained  one 
live  book  louse.  No  action  was  taken  in  this  matter. 
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